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dozen countries what is the value of such a solemn assur-
ance. Furthermore, the same Article 8 of the armistice
excepts from the operation of such assurances and solemn
declarations those units necessary for coast surveillance
and minesweeping. Under this provision it would be
possible for the German Government to reserve ostensibly
for coast surveillance any existing units of the French fleet.
" Finally, the armistice can at any time be voided on
any pretext of non-observance, and the terms of armistice
explicitly provide for further German claims when any
peace between Germany and France comes to be signed.
" Such, in very brief epitome, are the salient points in
this lamentable and also memorable episode, of which no
doubt a much fuller account will be given by history.1'
Mr. Winston Churchill had definitely stated to M.
Reynaud: " Provided that the French fleet was dispatched
to British ports.''
Now the Bordeaux Government gave its pledge to Berlin
to collect the French vessels in ports which were to be
specified, and "undertook that they should be disarmed
tinder German and Italian control. It took the false
ingenuity of sanctimonious Charles Roux to find an answer
to anyone who complained of the difference. " But," he said,
"Hitler has promised not to take possession of the ships I"
People who plunge into infamy end by wallowing in it
with delight 1
Mr. Winston Churchill returned to the subject even
more explicitly on July nth, when he had to justify the
action of the British, fleet at Oran in dealing with a portion
of the French fleet.
" When two nations are fighting together under long and
solemn alliance against the common foe, one of them may
be stricken down and overwhelmed, and may be forced to
ask its ally to release it from its obligations ; but the least
that could be expected was that the French Government,
in abandoning the conflict and leaving the whole weight
to fall upon Great Britain and the British Empire, would
have been careful not to inflict needless injury upon their